
The Preside& has issued a proclamation establishing the Key 
Largo Coral Reef Preserve. 

The new Preserve, an area of spectacular beauty and h&it& and 
shelter for innumerable marine animals, lies partly on the Outer 
Continental Shelf and partly within the seaward boundaries of the State 
of Florida. That portion on the Outer Shelf is withdrawn from any 
di spo sition as a result of the President’s proclamation, That portion 
within the Florida boundaries has been transferred by appropriate State 
authorities to the Florida Board of Parks and Historic Memorirls. 

The er*’ ,A,lre area is about twenty-one miles in length and four miles 
in width. Policies for the protection and policing of the Preserve wi!? Ee. 
worked out by the State agency and the Oepartment of the Icterior, 

Key Largo Coral Reef Preserve is part of the only litzing coral 
reef on the North American Continent. Because of its important scien- 
tific and scenic value, it was deemed desirable that a particularly 
beautiful segment of the reef be preserved for the edification and enjoyment 
of f-ture generations. The establishment of the preserve will prevent the 
destruction of the reef and the removal of the coral for commercial purposes g 
by dredging, dynamiting and other means. +d 
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By the terms of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act of 1953, the *’ R 

United States has jurisdiction over the lands of the ou2er Continental Shelf g z 
and the exclusive right to dispose of the natural resources there. The 
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same Act also authorizes the President to withdraw from disposition by 
mineral leases any unleased lands on the Outer Shelf. 

The Submerged Lands Act of 1953 gives Florida jurisdiction over 
that portion of the reef which lies within an area three miles from its 
coast line. i 

The proposal to protect and preserve this unique marine area has 
been under consideration for more than a year by State and Federal 
authorities and by interested citizens and civic groups. Control over the 
State portion of the new Preserve was given the Florida Board of Parks 
and Historic Memorials December 3, 1959, by an Order signed by Governor 
LeRoy Collins of Florida and other appropriate State officials. 
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ESTABLISHING THE KEY LARGO CORAL REEF PRESERVE 

---------- 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS there is situated seaward from the coast of . . 
Key Largo, Florida, an undersea coral reef formation which is k 
part of the cnly living coral reef formation along the coast of North 
America; and 2 

0 
WHEREAS this unique ccral formation and its associated 

marine life are of great scientific interest and value to students 
of the sea; and 

WHEREAS this coral reef is considered to be one of the most a, cot-40 
beautiful formations of its kind in the world; and 

WHEREAS the reef is being subjected to commercial 
exploitation and is in danger of destruction; and 

WHEREAS it is in the public interest to preserve this formation a 2 3 ‘E; z 
&45 of great scientific and esthetic importance for the benefit and enjoyment ~ Q) o WI k 

of the people; and cdp a.27 
ppp 

WQ, 
WHEREAS a portion of this reef lies inside the three-mile limit .5 g o g ~JI 

in the area relinquished to the State of Florida by the United States ~k0-J 
0 aa, a’ 

through the Submerged Lands Act, apprcved May 22, 1953 (67 Stat. 29; ic) 2 E .s ’ 
43 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.), and the remainder lies on the sea bed of the 
outer Continentafihelf outside the seaward boundary of the State of 
Florida and appertains to the United States, as declared by the 0 
Continental Shelf Lands Act, approved August 7, 1953 (67 Stat. 4 
43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.); and - 

WHEREAS the United States and the State of Florida are d 
of cooperating for the purpose of preserving the scenic and scientific 
values lof this area unimpaired for the benefit of future generation 

WHEREAS by the terms of the Outer Continental Shelf Lan 
the United States has jurisdiction over the lands of the outer Conti 
Shelf and has the exclusive right to dispose of the natural resource 
the sea bed and subsoil thereof; and 

WHEREAS section 12(a) of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands AC 
authorizes the President to withdraw from disposition any of the 
unleased lands of the outer Continental Shelf; and w 



NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of 
the United States of America, acting under and by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by the Constitution and the statutes of the United States, 
particularly section 12(a) of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act a do 
proclaim that, subject to valid existing rights, the following-described 
area is designated as the Key Lsrgo Coral Reef Preserve, and so much 
thereof as lies on the outer ConSinental Shelf is withdrawn from 
disposition: 

That portion of the outer Continental Shelf situated 
Seward of a line three geographic miles from Key Largo, 
Monroe County, FLorida, lying anii being within the following 
described area: 

BEGINNING at a point on the SO-foot depth curve 
( lo-fathom line) as delineated on Coast and Geodetic 
Survey Chart 1249 (approximate Latitude 25O 17’36” N. , 
Longitude 80010’O01’ W. ), 200 yards southeast of Flashing 
W bite Light - Whiatle Buoy “2”; thence northwesterly 
approximately 7,000 yard> through Whistle Buoy “2” to 
Can Buoy “21” (approximate Latitude 25°20106” N, , 
Longitude 8Oo12’36” W .) southeast of Old Rhodes Key; 
thence southwesterly about 6,903 yards to Can Buoy “25”; 
thence southwesterly apprcximately 5,500 yards to Can 
Buoy “27”; thence southwesterly approximately 5,000 
yards to Flashing Green Light “3 1BH” in Hawk Channel 
southeast of Point Elizabeth; thence southwesterly 
approximately 10,650 yards to Black Day Beacon “33” 
in Hawk Channel east of Point Willie; thence southwesterly 
approximately 9,800 yards to Flashing White Light “35” 
on Mosquito Bank east of Point Charles; thence southwesterly 
approxianrltely 5,400 yards to Black Day Beacon “37” 
[approximate Latitude 25OO2’25” N. , Longitude 
80025’36’1 W. ), southeast of Rodriguez Key; thence 
southeasterly approximately 7,100 yards {pass 600 yards 
Southwest of Flashing Light “2” at Molasses Reef) to the 
60-foot depth curve (lo-fathom line) 800 yards *due South 
of said light at Molasses Reef (approximate Latitude 
25000’ 18” N . , Longitude 80022’30” W. ); thence 
northeasterly with the 60-foot depth curve and lo-fathom 
line (passing easterly of French Reef ., Dixie Shoal, The 
Elbow, and Carysfort Reef) approximately 21 miles to 
the point of beginning. 

I call upon all persons to ‘ai:: in the effort to protect and 
preserve this natural wonder for the benefit of future generations. 

The Secretary of the Interior is requested to prescribe rules 
and regulations governing the p::otection and conservation of the coral 
and other mineral resources in this area and to cooperate with the 
State of Florida and its conservation agencies in the preservation 
of the reef, 


